
Ogle County Solid Waste Management Plan  

Twenty Year Update  

Citizen’s Advisory Committee Meeting 

 

Minutes, June 18, 2014 

 

Steve Rypkema, Director, Ogle County Solid Waste Management Department, called the 

meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.  He welcomed all who were in attendance and thanked them for 

coming.  Each one introduced him/herself and stated who they represented. 

 

Those in attendance included: Tom Byro, Village of Creston; Dorothy Bowers, Ogle County 

Board-HEW Comm.; Ron Kern, Farm Bureau; Henry Tideman, Oregon; Kathy Cooper, City of 

Rochelle; Bruce Knapp, Orchard Hills Landfill; Diane McNeilly, Rochelle; Dennis Pate, Moring 

Disposal, Inc; Kim Whalen, Village of Hillcrest; Patricia Nordman, Ogle County Board; Zack 

Oltmanns, Ogle County Board – HEW Comm.; Don Griffin, Ogle County Board – HEW 

Comm.; Skip Kenney, Ogle County Board – HEW Comm.; Reita Nicholson, Admin. Asst., 

OCSWMD; Paul Cooney, Solid Waste Specialist; Steve Rypkema, Director, OCSWMD. 

 

A brief overview of the purpose of the Solid Waste Plan Update was presented. 

 

Steve, with the use of slides (Power-Point), presented the background and history of how the 

Ogle County Solid Waste Management Plan was developed and the progress they have made in 

the last twenty years.  Tables with 2003 SW Plans that have been implemented were viewed 

along with tables and charts that show how the plan is working up to 2013. 

 

The following questions and discussions took place: 

 

1. A question was asked about what is the maximum goal for recycling in Ogle County?  Is 

the total amount in weight or volume?  Are we planning on going from 36% to 59% in 

the future?   

 

Steve mentioned that there are some areas that have zero waste as a goal, but no new 

goal has been established yet for Ogle County. Certainly, the goal should be raised from 

the 25% required in the SW Planning & Recycling Act.  Recycling is measured by weight. 

 

2. Will there be a capacity issue at the landfills for Ogle County in the next 20 years?  (Ref. 

slide #18 in presentation)   

 

There was a general discussion about the remaining capacity reported by the landfill 

companies to the IEPA, and how the numbers seem to jump around from year to year 

based on volumes received the previous year.  The data, conversions from tons to cubic 

yards, and compaction rates for landfills vary a lot, making interpretation difficult.  

While the slide seemed to indicate ample capacity in Ogle County, a suggestion was 

made that we look at trends over time, rather than one specific capacity report. 

 

3. Is it our goal to do what is right, or reduce pounds going to the landfill?   

 

Steve said that our goal should be to follow the waste management hierarchy and to try 

to reduce waste through source reduction and recycling, but to also maintain disposal 

capacity for what cannot be eliminated or recycled.  The existing plan has tasks 

addressing this and we need to look at updating those tasks. 



 

4. Is the electronics recycling making money?  Is it being recycled into the right places?   

 

Steve responded that electronics recycling has changed over the last few years due to the 

State passing the Electronics Recycling Act, which bans certain electronics from landfills 

and requires them to be recycled.  For a short period we were getting paid for electronics 

collected, but now the County pays to recycle some electronics like CRT monitors and 

TV’s.  A lot of research is done before selecting an electronics recycling company to 

insure that it is being processed and recycled safely and ethically.   

 

After going over the presentation and reviewing the tasks in the current plan, Steve reminded the 

committee that comments should be made in writing and can be done on the Recommendations 

handout (Tables 6 & 7) under “Future Action or Comments/Revisions” or by typing up 

comments in an email or document. 

 

The next meeting will be on July 16, 2014 at 11:00 at the County Courthouse. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at about 12:30 p.m. 

 

 

  

 

 


